


Mid Cheshire Line Guide
Chester – Manchester via Knutsford

Useful Information
Tickets
Purchase a Cheshire Day Ranger ticket and hop on and off trains
all day along the Mid Cheshire Line and throughout Cheshire.
For terms and conditions and full details of all tickets available,
please visit www.northernrail.org or call National Rail Enquiries
on 08457 48 49 50.

Where to purchase
Tickets can be purchased at ticket offices at any staffed station or
from conductors on trains when starting your journey from unstaffed
stations or where the ticket office is closed.

Mid Cheshire Community Rail Partnership
For more information on the Mid Cheshire Line and its attractions,
visit www.midcheshirerail.org.uk or
email railofficer@midcheshirerail.org.uk

Mid Cheshire Rail Users’ Association (MCRUA) is the Rail User
Group for the line. They work to improve the service and its usage,
and provide information on timetable changes and news on future
developments: www.mcrua.org.uk.

Tourist Information
Altrincham: www.visittrafford.info
Cheshire: www.visitcheshire.com
Chester: www.visitchester.com
Delamere Forest: www.forestry.gov.uk/delamere
Manchester: www.marketingmanchester.com
Stockport: Tourist Information Centre: www.stockport.gov.uk

Timetable Information
For details of train times, please refer to Northern Rail timetable 17
or visit our website www.northernrail.org. Alternatively, call
National Rail Enquiries on 08457 48 49 50. Timetables for each
station are also available on the station pages of the Community Rail
Partnership website www.midcheshirerail.org.uk

www.northernrail.orgAll information correct at time of going to print in July 2010.

Great days out by train!
• Start out from Chester Station, one of the best examples of early

Victorian railway architecture, and journey towards Mouldsworth.
Keep an eye out for the River Gowy and the willow horse on the old
railway line walk to your left.

• Between Mouldsworth and Cuddington the line
cuts through Delamere Forest. Just before
Delamere Station look out for Go Ape!, an eight
to fourteen metre high obstacle course.

• Beyond Cuddington the line briefly crosses
farmland then enters Greenbank Station, which
has found a new life as a church.

• Between Greenbank and Northwich the train
crosses the viaduct, stretching 950 metres across
the Weaver Valley offering spectacular views of
surrounding areas. Look out and back on the righthand side of the
train to see fine views of the River Weaver and Hunts Lock.

• Northwich Station is probably the best example of a Cheshire Line
station. The clock was built by Joyce of Whitchurch in 1877 and was
restored in 2005.

• Approaching Lostock Gralam Station you will
see the Trent & Mersey Canal and the heavy
industrial landscape. See the brightly painted
canal boats moored to your left.

• Industry gives way to green fields as the line
heads to Plumley. Glimpse a golden pheasant
to your right!

• On leaving Knutsford Station, look out for the
main street and glimpses of Italianate
architecture on your left.

• After passing through more pleasant farmland and the country
stations of Mobberley and Ashley, the railway crosses over the River
Bollin and enters the urban landscape of Greater Manchester at Hale,
where the train stops in the centre of the village.

• After Hale, the train soon enters Altrincham
– the interchange for bus, train and Metro.

• From Altrincham to Stockport, the train picks
up speed heading through fields and woods.

• Immediately beyond Stockport Station the
line passes over the viaduct, thought to be
the biggest brick structure in the world and
offering great views of the countryside.

• Approaching Manchester, look to the right
for glimpses of the City of Manchester
Stadium, home of the 2002 Commonwealth
Games and Manchester City FC.

• And so the journey ends in Manchester Piccadilly, one of the finest
stations in the UK and the gateway for onward travel to the thriving
heart of North West England.

Leave your car at home and travel on the scenic Mid Cheshire
Line, the railway that Mrs Gaskell wrote about in her Cranford
stories. Enjoy lush Cheshire landscapes connecting the vibrant
cities of Chester and Manchester. Count pheasants through
the train window and plan your day out in Mid Cheshire.
Our convenient and regular service offers a stress-free
alternative to traffic jams and finding parking spaces.

If you fancy a day in the city, travel on the line to Chester or
Manchester and enjoy top brand shopping, designer
boutiques and fine dining. Explore history and heritage from
the Roman walls and amphitheatre in Chester to the Science
Museum and Art Gallery in Manchester. Or step off the train
and stroll in the smaller towns of Stockport, Altrincham, Hale,
Knutsford and Northwich.

For those who wish to explore the countryside, the Mid
Cheshire Line also offers a gateway into Cheshire. Explore the
meres and forest at Delamere, walk through Tatton Park to
reach the manor house and reward yourself with home-baked
cakes and tea. Jump off the train and walk between Ashley
and Mobberley stations – with a pub at each end of the walk
you’ll not get thirsty! These are just a few of the opportunities
for walks from stations on the line. From amphitheatres to
1940s air raid shelters, football matches to markets and
museums, theatres, galleries, country walks, village pubs and
top-class attractions – there is plenty to see and do on the Mid
Cheshire Line.

The Mid Cheshire Line –
full of surprises

A view from your window
Travelling from West to East

Added Value MC/0710/Solar/10k

Contact
Customer Helpline
For comments, enquiries and complaints telephone 0845 00 00 125
email customer.relations@northernrail.org
textphone 08456 045 608
www.northernrail.org
Fares and Service Information
National Rail Enquiries telephone 08457 48 49 50
textphone 0845 60 50 600
www.nationalrail.co.uk
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